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1. Continuity Agreement 

Following the UK’s departure from the European Union, the UK Government has sought to deliver the maximum 
possible certainty to businesses and consumers by ensuring continuity in the UK’s existing trade relationships. 
Recognising CARIFORUM Member States as important partners with potential to increase and diversify our trade 
relationship, the UK and 13 CARIFORUM States1 signed in 2019 the CARIFORUM-UK Economic Partnership 
Agreement, (hereafter referred to as the CARIFORUM-UK EPA) to secure continuity for trade and preservation of 
market access. 

The CARIFORUM-UK EPA is intended to take effect from 1st January 2021, when the existing EU agreement ceases 
to apply to the UK. This is subject to certain ratification processes having been completed locally and in the UK.  
Should these processes not be completed, we will seek to apply alternative arrangements which ensure continuity. We 
will update our gov.uk webpage as the situation evolves. For more information, please contact our Regional Trade 
Adviser, Dan Hart. 

2. Forms and Paperwork: Origin Certificates and Declarations 
 
Unless you are permitted to provide an invoice declaration, you will need to fill in a certificate of origin to claim 
preferential treatment. See details on invoice declaration in Protocol 1 page 522, Articles 16, 21 (1) and 22 in the 
CARIFORUM-UK EPA. 

● Only for UK exporters: Certificates of Origin will look very similar to those currently being used under the 
CARIFORUM EU EPA but will show the UK as the place of origin rather than the European Community.  

● Only for UK exporters: Updated certificates of origin forms will be available as soon as the agreement takes 
effect from usual providers such as chambers of commerce.  

● Only for UK exporters: If you expect goods to be in transit when the CARIFORUM-EU EPA ceases to apply 
to the UK, you can obtain a retrospective certificate of origin. This will show that the goods originated in the UK 
and are eligible for preferential terms if your goods arrive on, or within four months after, the CARIFORUM-UK 
EPA starts to apply. You can source retrospective certificates of origin from your usual provider as soon as the 
agreement takes effect. 

3. Preferential Tariff Rates on Goods 
 
Preferential tariff rates are conceded by the importing country when exported products comply with the rules of origin 
specified in the Trade Agreement. 

In the CARIFORUM-UK EPA, commitments on tariffs for both the UK and CARIFORUM States have been transitioned 
without changes. This means that tariff preferences applied by the UK to goods from CARIFORUM States will remain 
the same as those applied by the EU under the existing EPA, and likewise, those countries will continue to apply the 
same preferences to goods from the UK that they are currently applying to goods from the EU. See tables 1 and 2 at 
the end of the document for more information on top exports and imports between the UK and CARIFORUM.  

Preferential tariff rates for bilateral trade in goods between the UK and the CARIFORUM States will continue to apply 
as soon as the agreement takes effect.  

You can also check what duties and customs procedures (per product and per country) for exporting goods to and from 
the UK. The UK will be using two different gov.uk tools which are regularly updated: 

                                                 
1 Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, The Commonwealth of the Bahamas, The Commonwealth of Dominica, The 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, The Republic of Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ms-no182019-economic-partnership-agreement-between-the-cariforum-states-of-the-one-part-and-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ire
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ms-no182019-economic-partnership-agreement-between-the-cariforum-states-of-the-one-part-and-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ire
mailto:dan.hart@fcdo.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803420/5._CARIFORUM_Command_Paper_Part_Five.pdf


 

 

● Check how to export goods (CHEG) helps UK businesses prepare their goods for export to another country;   

● Trade with the UK (TWUK) provides overseas businesses with information on UK tariffs, regulations and other 
key processes to help them trade with the UK effectively. 

4. Sanitary and phyto-sanitary certification 
 
UK Imports: To import animals, animal products and high-risk food and feed not of animal origin, businesses will need 
to register for the UK’s new Import of Products, Animals, Food and Feed System (IPAFFS). Businesses will not be able 
to import into Great Britain using the EU’s TRACES system from 1 January 2021, but businesses must continue to use 
TRACES to be notified of any imports arriving into Northern Ireland. Further guidance can be found below: 

● Importing animals, animal products and high-risk food and feed not of animal origin; 

● Importing and exporting fresh fruit and vegetables with the UK; 

● Trading in drug precursors; 

5. Origin cumulation 
 
The ability to consider materials from, or processing carried out in another country, as originating when incorporated 
into your product is called cumulation. 

The CARIFORUM-UK EPA enables the UK and CARIFORUM States to cumulate origin with the EU countries. Thus: 

● If you are a UK exporter, you can continue to use EU materials or processing in your exports to 
CARIFORUM States. 

● If you are a CARIFORUM exporter, you can use EU materials in your exports to the UK. 

The UK and CARIFORUM States’ businesses must have fulfilled the necessary requirements set out in the Rules of 
Origin Protocol. You must also ensure the working or processing you do in the UK/CARIFORUM goes beyond the 
minimal operations listed in the agreement and the other relevant conditions are met. See the list of minimal operations 
in Article 8 of the Rules of Origin Protocol page 519 in the CARIFORUM-UK EPA text. 

The CARIFORUM-UK EPA provides only for trade between the UK and CARIFORUM States and does not provide for 
either Party’s direct trade with the EU, including, for example, where UK and exporters based in CARIFORUM States 
use content from each other in exports to the EU. 

6. Goods in Transit in any EU Country 
 
Goods transited through the EU will not be subject to the same restrictions as those in transit through other third 
countries. 

Transit through any other third country is possible provided your goods remain under customs surveillance and do not 
undergo operations other than unloading, reloading or any operation designed to preserve them in good condition. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/check-duties-customs-exporting
https://www.gov.uk/get-rules-tariffs-trade-with-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fresh-fruit-and-vegetable-marketing-standards-from-1-january-2021#importing-from-a-non-eu-country-via-the-eu-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/trading-in-drug-precursors-from-1-january-2021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803420/5._CARIFORUM_Command_Paper_Part_Five.pdf


 

 
7. Additional Information 

 

● For more information on the CARIFORUM-UK EPA check https://www.gov.uk/guidance/summary-of-the-
cariforum-uk-economic-partnership-agreement-epa 

● Find further guidance on exporting to CARIFORUM States from 1 January 2021. 

● For more information on what may apply to your business check https://www.gov.uk/transition  

● From 1 January 2021, the Northern Ireland Protocol will come into effect. Find out how the Northern Ireland 
Protocol could affect your business. 

● Freight forwarding may save you time and money if you’re exporting large volumes of goods or high value 
items by sea or air freight. Find out more about freight forwarders. 

● Find out which are the products that require an Import Licence to enter the UK 

8. Contact 
 
If you have queries about trade from 1 January 2021 contact the Department for International Trade (DIT). 

Should you wish to speak to someone face to face, we have local trade offices based around the UK. Within each 
office you can contact an international trade advisor. Find your local trade office. 

For country-specific or region-specific queries, please feel free to contact our Regional Trade Adviser Dan Hart.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/summary-of-the-cariforum-uk-economic-partnership-agreement-epa
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/summary-of-the-cariforum-uk-economic-partnership-agreement-epa
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/exporting-after-eu-exit-country-by-country
https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol
https://www.great.gov.uk/advice/moving-goods-and-using-freight-forwarders/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-controls
https://www.great.gov.uk/eu-exit-news/contact/
https://www.great.gov.uk/contact/office-finder/
mailto:dan.hart@fcdo.gov.uk


 

9. Top UK Goods Imported from CARIFORUM (2019)2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Top UK Goods Exported to CARIFORUM (2019)3 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Excluding Suriname and Haiti 

3 The UK Global Tariff (UKGT) is the UK’s Most Favoured Nation (MFN) Tariff Regime. This will replace the EU’s 
Common External Tariff on 1 January 2021 at the end of the transition period. 

 



 

 
Legal disclaimer 

Whereas every effort has been made 
to ensure that the information in this 
document is accurate the Department 
for International Trade does not accept 
liability for any errors, omissions or 
misleading statements, and no 
warranty is given or responsibility 
accepted as to the standing of any 
individual, firm, company or other 
organisation mentioned. 

Copyright 

© Crown Copyright 202X 

You may re-use this publication (not 
including logos) free of charge in any 
format or medium, under the terms of the 
Open Government Licence.  

To view this licence visit: 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gov.uk. 

Where we have identified any third party 
copyright information in the material that 
you wish to use, you will need to obtain 
permission from the copyright holder(s) 
concerned. 

This document is also available on our 

website at gov.uk/dit 

Any enquiries regarding this publication 
should be sent to us at 

enquiries@trade.gov.uk 

 

 


