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Bi – Lingual Language 

Skills and Cultural 

Affinity

Time Zone Advantage Proximity & 

International 

Connectivity

Stable Currency

Competitive Investment  

Incentive Programs

Skilled Labour Force Regional Integration 

through multiple Trade 

and Investment 

Agreements

Stable Environment & 

Strong Government 

Support



Gateways
Atlanta, GA, USA (ATL)

Calgary, AB, Canada (YYC)

Cancun, Mexico (CUN)

Charlotte, NC, USA (CLT)

Chicago, IL, USA (ORD)

Dallas, TX, USA (DFW) 

Denver, CO, USA (DEN)

Flores, Peten, Guatemala (FRS)

Fort Lauderdale, FL, USA (FLL)

Houston, TX, USA (HOU)

Los Angeles, CA, USA (LAX)

Merida, Mexico (MID)

Miami, FL, USA (MIA)

Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN, USA (MSP)

Newark, NJ,USA (EWR)

Panama City, Panama (PTY)

Roatan, Honduras (RTB)

San Pedro Sula, Honduras (SAP)

San Salvador, El Salvador (SAL)

Toronto, CA, Canada (YYZ)





Land Area: 8,867 sq. miles

Population: 406,262

Population Density: 45.9 per sq. mile

Labor Force: 178,499

Minimum Wage: $1.65/hour

Statistics

2.65% 2.1% 0.30% 1.75%

$196.95
million

$957.74
million

$1,407
million

$312 
million

4
months

$3,534
GDP Per 
Capita

1.2%
Weighted Average 

Deposit Rate

9.30%
Weighted Average

Lending Rate

Population 
Growth

GDP Real 
Growth **

Inflation 
Rate

Business
Tax

Average Cost of 
Electricity per KwH

$0.179

Average Cost of Water

$4.36 (0-1,000 gals)

$52.90 (7000 gals)

*All rates USD || ** Projected Numbers

$120 Million
In Foreign Direct 

Investment Inflows













957,975
1,005,394 1,014,231

1,208,137 1,170,558

1,500,000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2030

Cruise Passenger Arrivals 
(Source: BTB 2019)

341,161

385,583
427,109

489,261 503,177

556,000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2030

Overnight Tourist Arrivals to Belize
(Source: BTB 2019) 





Hotel Room Stock (2019)

Total Hotels: 953
Total Room Stock: 8,853

AREA AVERAGE 
ROOM 
RATE

ROOM 
STOCK 

Belize District $187.69 1,021

Caye Caulker $186.60 939

Cayo $242.99 1,382

Corozal $109.75 382

Other Islands $361.15 416

Orange Walk $161.78 274

Placencia $377.75 1,046

San Pedro $431.11 2,378

Stann Creek $296.75 694

Toledo $211.54 321



CULTURAL 
• Enchanting Villages
• Integral development of  

Garifuna & Maya Heritages

NATURE
• Inland Adventure Eco-lodge 
• Inland Leisure Eco-lodge
• Fishing Lodge
• Diving Lodge 

SUN & BEACH 
• Beach Boutique Hotel
• Beach Resort
• Private Island Development

CRUISE
• Docking Facility Development
• Pocket and Conventional 

NAUTICAL
• Marina Mix Development
• Marine Rentals

LEISURE & ENTERTAINMENT
• Flagship Urban Hotel 
• Shopping & Entertainment







54.46

77.4

136.36

0 50 100 150

Citrus

Banana

Sugar

Major Domestic Exports, 2019 

BZE $ Million



• Strategic location: close market proximity to North American, 
Central American, South American, and the Caribbean markets;

• Availability of high-yield arable land: over 1,998,230 acres (38%) of 
the total land area are considered agriculturally suitable;

• Well-positioned for organic and eco-labeled production: branded 
with an aura of quality and distinctiveness pursued by consumers in 
the new era;

• An abundant pool of skilled and vibrant workforce;

• Not within the high hurricane landfall probability belt;

• All-year round - mild. average. water temperature of 80o F (27 o C);



Value Addition Opportunities 
Cocoa Powder
Chocolate
Coconut Oil
Coconut Water
Honey
Propolis

Emerging Opportunities
Cacao
Coconut
Honey 
Vanilla
Spices
Industrial Hemp











11.89

3.64 3.18 3.14 3.20

$44.54

$21.46 $20.42 $21.54
$24.78
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Marine Exports 2015 - 2019

Quantity (Million Lbs) Value USD $ Million

Marine Export Products include: Whole Fish, Fish Fillet, Lobster Tail, Lobster Meat, 
Shrimps, Conch, Crab, Ornamental Fish 















Imports (CFE), 
383,841 

Biomass, 143,650 

Fossil Fuels, 120,649 

Hydro, 74,625 

Solar , 313 

 -  50,000  100,000  150,000  200,000  250,000  300,000  350,000  400,000

MWhs

Energy Generated by Fuel Source 2019

Solar

Hydro

Fossil Fuels

Biomass

Imports (CFE)

Residential 
37%

Commercial 
48%

Industrial
11%

Street Lighting 
4%

ELECTRICITY 
CONSUMPTION BY SECTOR IN 2019

20%

53%

17%

10%









Active Contact 

Centers

80% 
Sector Growth

23% 
Employment Annual

Average Growth 

2018 – 2019 

3,500+
Workforce in the BPO 

Sector (2019)

Export Markets
North America

Europe

Asia

Australia

11% 
Industry Export Growth

26



1.3 1.3

1.1 1.1

1

0.9

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1.4

Costa Rica Jamaica DR Chile Guatemala Belize

Average Rental Values (USD/sq. ft./ Month     

Agent
(average)

Team leader
Quality

Assurance
Supervisor Accountant

Belize 6,000 12,000 9,000 13,500 21,000

El Salvador 5,086 9,440 12,206 13,527 17,770

Mexico 7,720 12,501 15,587 17,274 22,691

Costa Rica 11,452 13,944 17,504 19,398 25,653

Jamaica 7,281 15,681 19,146 21,217 27,643

6,000 

12,000 

9,000 

13,500 

21,000 

 -

 5,000

 10,000

 15,000

 20,000

 25,000

 30,000 Average Cost of Labor
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The Company must be registered 
in Belize. 

Business Activities must provide 
benefits to the economy of 
Belize. 















Government 
Endorsed Economic 

Activities

Aquaculture, Fisheries

Tourism Related 
Activities 

Health Care

Auto Rental

Agriculture, Agro-
processing Forestry

Arts, Crafts, 
Culture

Manufacturing

Handicraft, 
Woodcarving, 

Jewelry Production

Computer, 
Information 
Technology



Building  
Materials  

and  
Supplies

Office  
Equipment  

&      
Appliances

Fixtures  
and  

Fittings

Specialized  
Tools

Utility  
and  

Transport  
Vehicles

Plant,  
Machinery  

&      
Equipment

Marine  
Crafts

Raw  
Material&  
Packaging  
Material

Aircrafts
& Spare
Engines

Agricultural
Machinery
& Supplies



Formal
Letter

Phases and
Timeline of
Development

Company  
and  

Ownership  
Profile

Company  
and  

Ownership  
Documents

Description  
ofBusiness  

model

Financial
Projection

Conceptual  
Architecture  

layout

MasterList

Marketing
Plans

Proof of  
Sourceof 

Fund

Proof of  
Legal  

Access to  
Property

Two  
Government  
Clearances

DOE &CBA



Completed application in accordance with the  
Fiscal Incentive Program Guidelines.

Subject to receiving approval, BELTRAIDE
executes the publication period and
statutory instruments documents.

STEP 02
Application Advanced to Ministry  
and Government Partners

Completed application vetted by the Ministry
of Investment, Trade and Commerce and
Government Partners.

STEP 01
Submission to BELTRAIDE

STEP 04
Cabinet Decision

STEP 03
Application reviewed by  

Cabinet

Completed Application submitted to  
Cabinet for consideration.



The DPA Program is intended to support investments that engage in
International Trade, Value Addition inclusive of technology transfer,
generation of employment and production according to standards of
the intended market.

Designated Processing Area (DPA) Developer

Designated Processing Area (DPA) Business

Special Designated Processing Area (DPA)



Designated Processing Area  
Developer

A company established to administer a
DPA. Developers provide factory space,
communications, water/sewage networks,
power, and any other facilities to
companies in the zone.

Designated Processing Area  
Business

A private party that has been granted a
Certificate of Compliance and conducts a
trade or business including but not limited
to manufacturing, commercial, office,
warehousing, professional or other value
added activities.

Special Designated Processing
Area

Companies on which DPA status is
conferred wherever they locate to
accommodate resource-base activities.
This is a highly flexible incentive enabling
companies to operate from convenient
locations while enjoying DPA benefits.



Benefits

Manufacturing

Aquaculture

Data Processing

Agro- Processing

Eligible Activities

 Import Duty and Tax Exemptions 
 Exemption on property and Land Tax on the Designated Area.
 Exemption on Excise and Consumption Tax (GST) on imported 

items.
 Preferential Tax Rate based on Chargeable Income
 Opportunity to open a foreign currency bank account in 

Belize. 
 Opportunity to lease or transfer goods and services between 

DPA companies.
 Customs inspection at the Designated Area for expediency.
 Work permits may be granted for up to 15% of workers of the 

DPA (Senior Management and Technical Staff)
 Supplies  Control and Import License does not apply to inputs 

used for exports.
 Exemption on Trade License.



DPAApplication  
Form

Proposed  
Construction  
Schedule

Formal  
Letter of  

Application

Proof of  
Sourceof  

Funds

Background
andscopeof
theproject

Technology  
and  

Production

Marketing
Strategy

Ownership,  

Staff, and  

Management  

Organogram

Physical  
MasterPlan 
andOverall  

Layout

Capital  
Cost  

Estimate

Ten(10)
YearIncome  
Statement

ProofofLegal  
Access to  
Intended  
Property

List of  

Non-

Controlled  

Items

Company  

and  

Ownership  

Profile

2

Government  

Clearance  

DOE/ CBA



Building  
Materials  

and  
Supplies

Raw
Materials

Fixtures  
and  

Fittings

Plant,
Machinery

Equipment

Utility
Vehicles

Packaging
Materials



Completed application in accordance with the  
Designated Processing Area Guidelines.

CEO of the Ministry of Investment Trade  
and Commerce issues DPA Status.

STEP 01
Submission to BELTRAIDE

STEP 02
Application Advanced to Ministry  
and Government Partners

Completed application vetted by the Ministry
of Investment, Trade and Commerce and
Government Partners.

STEP 03
Application reviewed by  
Designated Processing  
Area Committees (DPAC)

Completed   Application   submitted to
DPAC for consideration.

STEP 04
Designated Processing
Areas (DPAC) Decision





https://www.investbelizemagazine.com/

https://www.investbelizemagazine.com/


https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001WY46HL75sRRiVR84ePlezJEPgQmZdovSXT4d3TgJV2K8bx2L0Z590KA80VqSqspyWs_NNsg4bLjKIri80g0LmIXmDH3S1vc6u2aIHg0_vmM%3D


https://www.belizeinvest.org.bz/uploads/6/4/9/6/64967361/2019_mib_catalogue_digital.pdf

https://www.belizeinvest.org.bz/uploads/6/4/9/6/64967361/2019_mib_catalogue_digital.pdf


https://www.belizeinvest.org.bz/investmentprojects.html

https://www.belizeinvest.org.bz/investmentprojects.html





